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Former global head S5

of Andersen Legal
sets up Paris boutique

Law and former worldwide manag-

ing partner of Andersen Legal, has
launched a new legal management and tax
consultancy firm in Paris.

Law Management Consulting primarily
advises international law firms, profession-
al services firms and multinationals with
substantial legal departments in the French
and European markets.

Bignon has identified international legal
management services as being in high
demand. “This is a time of change in the
European legal market and there are great
opportunities for law firms willing to seize
them,” he said, in an interview with
International Tax Review. “In France in
particular, law firms are seeing a period of
consolidation and an emphasis on strategic
and client development.”

He described how his firm tailors its serv-
ices for large multinationals. “I am working
in the context of Sarbanes Oxley and the
Loi sur La Sécurité Financiére, France's
financial security law, on the positioning of
the legal function and good corporate gov-
ernance,” he said. “Also the performance of
the tax department and its relationship
with management, as well as risk manage-
ment.” His firm also provides services to a
tax or legal department’s internal compe-
tencies and budget.

The Loi sur La Sécurité Financiére,
France's version of the Sarbanes-Oxley leg-
islation in the US, is one of the most strin-
gent laws of its kind in the world and has
required the big four professional services
firms to separate from their legal branches.
“In-house legal departments are dealing
with new regulations on corporate gover-
nance stemming from the Loi sur La
Sécurité Financi¢re, France's financial
security law, and increasing pressure to
keep costs low,” explained Bignon.

As worldwide managing partner of
Andersen Legal, Bignon worked on the
development of the firm's growth through
strategic mergers with several European
law firms. In 2002 Ernst & Young
approached Bignon to become their global
head of EY Law, where he successfully
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integrated 19 former Andersen Legal firms
into the EY Law alliance and was responsi-
ble for 2,200 lawyers in 34 member firms
in 34 countries.

According to Bignon, there is growing
interest in France, mainly from interna-
tional law firms, such as Baker &
McKenzie, in experienced international tax
advisers. SC




